
 

 

 

Inside This 

Edition: 
MGGA Convention Feat: 
Pulses & Canola……………... 
 

Exec. Director 
Message……………………… 
 
NPGA Board of  
Directors Search……………. 
 

What We’ve Been  
Up To………………...………………..  
 
News From 
USADPLC…………………………….. 
 
NPGA Convention ………….. 
 
NPGA Research  
Social…………………………………. 
 
NPGA Convention  
Agenda………………………………... 
 
NPGA ‘23/’24 
Industry  
Sponsorships…………………… 
 
MPCC Exec. Director  
Message……………………… 
 
Featured Podcast  
Episode……………………………. 
 
Congratulations to  
Charlie Cahill…………….. 

2—3 

4 

6 

1 

6 

7-8 

3 

4 

5 

5 

As you may have noticed in previous issues of “The Pulse” newsletters, we are 

looking forward to being a major sponsor of the Montana Grain Growers Con-

vention in Great Falls, MT this November 28 – 30.  While this won’t be the stand-

alone “Montana Pulse Day” everyone is used to, pulses and canola with be 

featured during this jam-packed 3 day convention.  

The NPGA is set to sponsor Jacob L. Shapiro, who is back by popular demand. If 

you missed Mr. Shapiro at the previous MGGA meeting or at our annual Con-

vention in Minot, here is your chance!  Jacob Shapiro is a speaker, consultant, 

author, and researcher covering global politics and affairs, economics, mar-

kets, technology, history, and culture. He is a partner and the director of geo-

political analysis at Cognitive Investments, a registered investment adviser offer-

ing wealth management services to individuals, family offices, and institutional 

investors. Jacob is a wealth of knowledge and brings a unique perspective on 

the current global political climate which, in turn, can impact agriculture in the 

Midwest.   

The NPGA will also be sponsoring Chuck Penner with LeftField Commodity Re-

search.  Chuck Penner started LeftField Commodity Research in 2010, providing 

independent research and analysis for special crop, small grain and oilseed 

markets. LeftField’s services include weekly market analysis and client-specific 

research projects. 

Other pulse related sessions on the agenda include “Investing in the future of 

our crops”, pulse specific “Shop Talks”, the research poster session, Crop Insur-

ance Panel, Fireside chats with the National Commodity Associations, as well as 

the panel of elevators. 

We hope by joining forces and offering information on all commodities, we can 

learn from each other and grow all our industries (while saving our producers/

industry members on travel costs).  Be sure to follow our website & social media 

accounts for updates. We look forward to seeing you in Great Falls! 
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https://www.mgga.org/events/convention/
https://www.mgga.org/events/convention/
https://www.cognitive.investments/Jacob-Shapiro
https://www.cognitive.investments/
https://www.leftfieldcr.com/who-is-leftfield
https://www.leftfieldcr.com/
https://www.leftfieldcr.com/
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Help By Taking This Survey! 

 It has been a busy month for regional representatives. During the month of Octo-

ber, traditionally there are many pulse industry meetings that take place. I want 

to take a moment to highlight the importance of representation and structure at 

the national level. NPGA Board members, Montana Pulse Crop Committee and 

ND Dry Pea & Lentil Council members play at pivotal role for the benefit of the 

regions’ pulse producers. 

There are currently 8 groups that contribute to the USA Dry Pea & Lentil Council 

programming and activities. This coalition includes Idaho Pea & Lentil Commis-

sion, Montana Pulse Crop Committee, Nebraska Dry Pea & Lentil Commission, 

ND Dry Pea & Lentil Council, South Dakota Pulse Crops Council, US Dry Pea & 

Lentil Trade Association, Washington Pulse Crops Commission, and Western Pulse 

Growers Association.  

Each organization, depending on their contribution, holds a board “seat” or 

vote. A contribution of $10,000 is equivalent to one seat on the USADPLC Board 

with a maximum of two seats allowed for each State Council, Commission or 

producer association. Four seats are held by the US Dry Pea & Lentil Trade Asso-

ciation. A three-tiered, 5-year Olympic average which is based on financial and 

in-kind contribution, is used. Beyond membership contributions, these groups in-

vest more than $3 million each year towards national programming and activi-

ties for the continued success of the industry.  

Serving on the USA Dry Pea & Lentil Council from Montana Pulse Crop Commit-

tee are Paul Kanning who serves as Vice Chair and Todd Hansen, serves as alter-

nate is Ryan Bogar. From the ND Dry Pea & Lentil Council, representatives in-

clude Kim Saueressig, ND and Greg Busch, ND. Alternates include Bob Finken, 

NDDPLC, Sam Arnson, NPGA and Matt McCabe, NPGA. 

In addition to the National Board, there are several committee’s which individu-

als from membership states participate in. Over the past month, the USA Dry Pea 

& Lentil Council held committee meetings for programming areas including do-

mestic marketing, international marketing, research and information/

government education. Representatives from each member State participate in 

the committee meetings to provide recommendations to the National Board. 

On November 8 & 9, the USA Dry Pea & Lentil Council met at the national office 

in Idaho. During the meeting discussions included presentation of the audit, allo-

cation of budget carryover, and hosting future strategic planning sessions. Three 

new employees were introduced to the Council.  

We welcome Dr. Ewa Pietrysiak, Director of Marketing/Innovation; Dr. Yukiko 

Naruoka, Director of Research/Seed Management; and Tami Stubbs, Director of 

Growth/Sustainability to the pulse industry! Congratulations to Madison Jacob-

son on her promotion to Director of Marketing with the USADPLC! 

(article continues on page 3) 
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The Northern Pulse Growers Association (NPGA) is looking for passionate pulse 

producers to serve on their Board of Directors!  The NPGA Board currently consists 

of 10 Board seats.  Each board member is eligible to serve (3) - three year terms. 

The NPGA board meetings take place in person 1-2 times per year, and the rest 

a held on Zoom.  
 

Serving on the board of NPGA is more than just a title; it’s an opportunity to     

actively shape the trajectory of an organization committed to pulse growers. As 

a board member, you will play an active role in our strategic direction, develop 

impactful initiatives, and advocate for your fellow pulse grower.  This is also a 

fantastic opportunity to enhance your leadership, decision-making, and prob-

lem-solving skills as well! 
 

By serving on the NPGA board, you’ll become an advocate for progress, and a 

driving force in our mission to increase pulse producers profitability through     

education, research, domestic and international marketing and government 

relations. Together, we can create a better future for all. 
 

Ready to take the next step? Please contact the NPGA office at (701) 222-0128 

or e-mail Berndt@northernpulse.com. 

Montana Department of Ag 
PO Box 200201 

Helena, MT 59620-0201 
 

PHONE NUMBER 

406.444.2402 
 

FAX 
406.444.9442 

 

E-MAIL: 

agr@mt.gov 

Ryan Bogar ..................... Producer 
Chair - Vida, MT 

Paul Kanning  ................. Producer 
Vice Chair—Flaxville, MT 

Vacant ............................. Producer 

Brian Akelstad ................ Producer 
Galata. MT 

Todd Hansen ................. Producer 
Gilford, MT 

Christy Clark ................... Ag Director 
Helena, MT                                     

Dr. Bajwa Sreekala ......... MSU Dean of Ag 

Bozeman, MT 

Jeff Winkler .................... Industry 
Fort Benton, MT                                     

Liz Edmundson .............. Exec. Director 

      Phone: 406.438.7570  

      E-Mail:  pulse@mgga.org 

ND Dry Pea & Lentil Council 
PO Box 1352 

Bismarck, ND 58502 
 

PHONE NUMBER 

701.222.6338 
 

FAX 
701.222.6340 

Greg Busch ..................... District 1 
Columbus, ND  

Jeremy Huether .............. District II 
Mott, ND  

Bob Finken ...................... District III 
 Vice Chair, Douglas,  ND  

Kim Saueressig ............... District IV 
Chair, McClusky, ND  

Andy Berntson ................ District V 
Adams, ND 

(Article continues from pg. 2) 

Your representatives dedicate a significant amount of their time to serve on the 

National board and committees. This ensures that priorities are identified and 

funds are directed towards activities that work for the betterment of the entire 

industry. Thank you to all our regional representatives for their work on behalf of 

the region. Strong representation for regional producers is an essential part of 

industry success! 

What’s in a name? 

As with any industry, acronyms abound in the pulse business! Perhaps you have 

heard reference to the APA. What exactly is the APA? The acronym stands for 

the American Pulse Association. Founded in 2010 as a non-profit organization, 

the Association focuses on increasing consumption from farm to fork for all puls-

es—peas, lentils, chickpeas and beans. Located at the national headquarters in 

Moscow, Idaho the APA is administered by USADPLC staff, led by CEO, Tim 

McGreevy. For more information about the APA, projects and Board members, 

follow the link below! 

American Pulse Association - USA Pulses 

mailto:Berndt@northernpulse.com?subject=NPGA%20Board%20of%20Directors
https://www.usapulses.org/membership/american-pulse-association


Connect With Us! 
Did you know the NPGA is on Facebook, Pinterest, 

Instagram and Twitter?  We would love to expand our 

audience, so please give us a follow and invite fellow 

producers and friends to follow as well.  We strive to 

share a variety of information on each platform that is 

pertinent to our producers, and who knows, maybe 

there will be a few giveaways! Don’t miss out on the 

latest updates from the NPGA, follow today! 

“Northern Pulse Growers Association” 

@NPGA1 

@NPGA1 

“northernpulsegrowers” & “power_of_pulses” 

Below is a brief highlight of some of the NPGA programs, activities and representation around the region 

this month: 

 

• Participated in USADPLC Board Meeting (Nov. 8 & 9) 

• Donated pulse workbooks to “Special Assignment Pizza” in Williston (Nov. 8 & 9). 

• Working on details for upcoming February sponsored meal & exercise plans. 

• Continued current radio marketing campaigns with Western Ag Network, Northern Ag Network, and 

Red River Farm Networks. 

• Continued conversations with Montana Grain Growers Association & PNW Canola Association for up-

coming MGGA Convention (Nov. 28-30). 

• Participated in all USADPLC Committee Meetings. 

• Attended North Dakota Commodity Council Association Meeting hosted by ND Dept. of Agriculture. 
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Click the links below to view the latest issues of the “Pulse Pipeline” - the USADPLC’s newsletter. 

• Pea Protein Dumping Case (published November 10, 2023) 

• Newest DCM Research (published Nov. 3, 2023) 

• The Rise of The Great Chickpea (published Oct. 27, 2023) 

• ANUGA Trade Show Report & Global Market Outlook (published Oct. 20, 2023) 

• Philippines Buyers Mission & WSU Extrusion Lab (published Oct. 13, 2023) 

• USADPLC Attends Trade Show Serving Central & South America (published Oct. 6, 2023) 

• Dietary Guidelines of America & Pulses | USADPLC Trade Association Meeting (published Sept. 22, 2023) 

• NASS Report: USA Pulse Production (published Sept. 15, 2023) 

https://www.facebook.com/NorthernPulse
https://www.pinterest.com/NPGA1/
https://twitter.com/NPGA1
https://www.instagram.com/northernpulsegrowers/
https://www.instagram.com/power_of_pulses/
https://files.constantcontact.com/be20fb88401/6164f4db-43f2-49a1-9437-a551e6c8b3ed.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/be20fb88401/4631a396-a9fc-4a17-ad2c-1ad37d07dc58.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/be20fb88401/c4e34334-b7ba-4d3d-aee1-c3417fe7a6ff.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/be20fb88401/2e1020fe-1b4f-426a-b1d6-d5ab9039f895.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/be20fb88401/2086f46a-fa28-4124-ab8f-5c108700d873.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/be20fb88401/7acc5824-8902-4cb8-88e4-3608fe6423e1.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/be20fb88401/ba217cc3-fb30-4155-a6c5-ead1aafcb256.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/be20fb88401/028f8001-4225-4e96-af36-d1e00d86b318.pdf


northernpulse.com  (5) 

Click to Register a Research Poster 

https://npga.memberclicks.net/index.php?option=com_jevents&task=icalrepeat.detail&evid=4&Itemid=115&year=2024&month=01&day=23&title=npga-annual-convention&uid=cff6ceb55303d52f4a3a10f401be41ec
https://npga.memberclicks.net/index.php?option=com_jevents&task=icalrepeat.detail&evid=6&Itemid=115&year=2024&month=01&day=22&title=npga-research-poster-session&uid=05d813b49b780fae307a727e60f96ab8
https://npga.memberclicks.net/posterregistration
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Each year, the NPGA seeks support from businesses involved in the pulse industry and encour-

age them to become one of our annual sponsors. With the help of our sponsors, we ensure the 

future success of the pulse industry in North Dakota & Montana.  NPGA just released the ’23-’24 

sponsorship packages, and they will not disappoint!  We will be extending the deadline for 

sponsorship commitments to December 15. Booth spaces are filling up fast, so be sure to return 

your paperwork soon! Please contact Erin Becker if you have any questions, please call the  

office (701) 222-0128 or e-mail Becker@northernpulse.com.    

We look forward to working with you! 

https://northernpulse.com/uploads/55/npgasponsorship243.pdf
https://northernpulse.com/uploads/55/npgasponsorship243.pdf
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“In this episode, we meet Brandon Schautman the lead scientist of the 

perennial legumes program at the Land  Institute . We’ll explore the    

journey towards developing and producing a perineal pulse crop as well 

as discover the benefits of having a perennial crop and the possible   

opportunities sainfoin can offer producers. Learn more 

at www.landinstitute.org. 

Growing Pulse Crops Podcast Feature Episode:  
A Perennial Pulse Crop with Brandon Schlautman of The Land Institute 

Partial show notes by: Tim Hammerich 
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Season 3| Episode 16 (Published Sept. 14, 2022) 

Congratulations to Charlie Cahill! 
The NPGA would like to congratulate Charlie Cahill, this year’s recipient of this years recipient of the Out-

standing Agriculture Leaders Award!  This award is presented annually by the Montana State University  

College of Agriculture to a Montana agriculturalist who embodies service, engagement and community 

impact. 

“Ag leaders in every corner of the state know Charlie Cahill’s agricultural passion and impact, so this award 

is well deserved!” said Shannon Berndt. “As the grower organization for pulse growers throughout Montana 

and North Dakota, we have witnessed his excellence, commitment, and leadership in Montana Agriculture 

for many years. In 2016, Charlie was nominated by his peers and awarded the NPGA Excellence Award for 

his contributions to the pulse industry.” 

In addition to being one of the earliest pulse farmers in the state, Cahill is also a critical industry member as 

a pulse seed provider.  In that role, he has been instrumental in coordinating with agencies such as USDA/

ARS, University of Saskatchewan Crop Development Centre, Washington State Crop Improvement Associa-

tion, Montana Foundation Seed Program, and others to shepherd the latest pulse varieties from breeding 

programs to farmers. 

Cahill is the founder and owner of Cahill Seeds in Scobey, MT. He and his wife, Tammy, have four children: 

Annika, Jennifer, Danielle and Heath.   

Click Here to Read More!  

https://landinstitute.org/about-us/staff/brandon-schlautman/
http://www.landinstitute.org/
mailto:Becker@northernpulse.com?subject=The%20Pulse%20Advertising
https://www.growingpulsecrops.com/episode/a-perennial-pulse-crop-with-brandon-schlautman
https://northernag.net/montana-state-to-honor-charlie-cahill-during-celebrate-agriculture-weekend/

